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ing the sacred land. That suspicion is likely to be deepened
if China finds herself ringed in by a series of treaties, which
will enable Europe, with the addition of Japan, to press
advice on her with irresistible force. Inspired, no doubt,
by the example of Japan, China does not wish to be pressed
upon, and her destinies controlled by alien Powers, however
good intentioned they may be, but to become as inde-
pendent as Japan and the great states of Europe are, It
is evident that the diplomacy between the East and West
must in future be conducted not only with greater know-
ledge of neutral conditions, but also in a more sympathetic
spirit to the peoples concerned than it has been in the
past,

It is beyond our present plan to enter into details of
recent developments in China, but, as bearing on the general
evolution which   is  taking   place in  the Far

a" East> a few remarks may be made on some

of the most important points.

Following the example of Japan, a High Commission
was sent from China in 1905 to study the institutions of
the countries of the West and to report on the adoption of
such as were deemed suitable for China, and it is very sig-
nificant that their first recommendation dealt with constitu-
tional government. They stated that they had carefully
studied the systems of Great Britain, the United States,
Japan and other countries, and they earnestly requested
the Throne to issue a decree fixing on five years as the
limit within which China will adopt a constitutional form
of government, As a consequence of this recommendation
and of the pressure of external forces of various kinds, it is
stated that the Chinese Government has resolved to cany
out the following reforms within seven years: (l) To
institute a parliament; (2) to organise the navy; (3) to
recover all mining concessions; (4) to pay off all foreign
loans; (S) to reorganise the bureaucracy; (6) to get rid of
opium; (7) to prepare a national budget. This is a very
ambitious plan, and it will probably not all be carried out